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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 PANAMA 03726 262I42Z 
ACTION EB-08 

INTO OCT-OI ARA-IO NBA- II ISO-00 AGRE-00 COME-00 AID-05 
SP-02 CIAE-00 INR-IO NSAE-00 STR-07 /054 W 

130297 270740Z/II 

R 262I37Z MAY 78 
EM AMEMBASSY PANAMA 
TO AMEMBASSY PORT AU PRINCE 
INEO SECSTATE WASHDC 7217 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 

CONEIDENTIAL PANAMA 03726 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 
TAGS: ESTC, BIND, PN 

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR INFORMATION RICE EXPORT PANAMA TO 
HAITI 

REF: A. PORT AU PRINCE 1690, B. PANAMA 6244(8/30/77) 

1 . EOLLOWING INEORMATION PROVIDED BY DEPT CHILE EOREIGN 
BANK IN PANAMA REGARDING SHIPMENT OF 58,000 BAGS (100 
LBS EACH) TO PORT AU PRINCE VIA SS PANKY ON APRIL 5. 

2. SHIPMENT SAID TO BE EALSELY LABELED AS "ETNA-IRAN" 

LONG-GRAINED WHITE RICE NO. 2 ACTUALLY PANAMANIAN RICE, 

NORMALLY 14-20 PER CENT BROKEN. 

3. SUBJECT RICE SHIPPED BY AGRICULTURAL MARKET INSTITUTE 
(GOP AUTONOMOUS AGENCY) HEADED BY WALTER DAVIES. THIS IS 
PART OF RICE DEAL TOTALING AROUND DOES 22 MILLION. OTHER 
BUYING COUNTRIES YET TO BE KNOWN. 

4. EOLLOWING SAID TO HAVE VESTED INTERESTS IN THE TRANS- 
ACTION: (A) LT. COLONEL RUBEN DARIO PAREDES AND LT. COL. 

MANUEL A. NORIEGA, BOTH MEMBERS GENERAL STAFE PANAMANIAN 
NATIONAL GUARD. FORMER CHIEF OF G-1 SECTION (PERSONNEL 
CONEIDENTIAL 
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AND COMMUNITY RELATIONS) AND GOP MINISTER OE AGRICULTURE 
AND LIVESTOCK AND LATTER CHILE OE G-2 SECTION 
(INTELLIGENCE); (B) MICHAEL AND URI STARCKMANN, BOTH 
BROTHERS AND TRADERS (NATIONALITY AND RESIDENCE UNKNOWN); 

(C) G. ESEANDIARY, WWII RETIRED GENERAL RELATED TO THE 
SHAH OE IRAN AND REPORTEDLY DIRECTOR NATIONAL IRANIAN 
OIL CO. AND OWNER SATURNO TRAVEL AGENCY IN TEHRAN; AND 
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(D) GEORGE KRUPNIK, GENERAL MANAGER OE EONOGRAM, S.A. 

(REE B). EONOGRAM WAS SUBJECT TO PRE-LICENSING CHECK EARLY 
L975 EOR CHEMICAL WEED KILLER BUTYL ESTER, ORDERED BY A 
COLOMBIAN FIRM, BUT REPORTEDLY ENDED IN CUBA FOR USE 
ON SUGARCANE FIELDS. 

5. RICE TRANSACTION WAS REPORTEDLY EINANCED BY THE 
EISENBERG GROUP, WORLDWIDE FINANCING AND COMMODITY DEALERS. 

6. ACCORDING TO THE EOREIGN BANK SOURCE THE ABOVE GROUP 
MUST HAVE SHARED A COMMISSION OF ABOUT DOES 2 MILLION. 

THE SOURCE PROMISED TO PROVIDE A COPY OF L/C AS SOON AS 
HE COULD FIND IT. HE INDICATED THAT SOMEHOW IT DIS- 
APPEARED MYSTERIOUSLY FROM THE BANK. 

7. EMBASSY WILL REPORT AS SOON AS MORE INEO BECOMES 
AVAILABLE. JORDEN 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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